[Successful treatment of chronic disseminated intravascular coagulation syndrome with continuous subcutaneous infusion of heparin using a mobile infusion pump: report of 2 cases].
We report here two patients with chronic disseminated intravascular coagulation (chronic DIC) secondary to aortic aneurysm, who were successfully treated with continuous subcutaneous infusion of heparin. The patients were 69- and 89-year-old males, who were admitted to our hospital because of thrombocytopenia and marked bleeding tendency. The underlying conditions were aortic dissection and aortic aneurysm, respectively. Coagulation test demonstrated that these patients had DIC, and a diagnosis of chronic DIC secondary to aortic aneurysm was made. Anti-coagulation treatment with oral camostat mesylate and daily subcutaneous infusion of heparin calcium was started. However, the treatment was insufficient to control chronic DIC, and these patients developed recurrent severe subcutaneous hemorrhages. Therefore, we attempted continuous subcutaneous infusion of heparin using a mobile infusion pump. This delivery of heparin markedly improved the coagulopathy, and the hemorrhagic episode disappeared with good compliance in the use of infusion equipment in these patients. Continuous subcutaneous infusion of heparin using a mobile infusion pump is effective and useful for long term treatment of chronic DIC by the outpatient department.